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Harvey B. Abrams, PhD 
Jabra Enhance, Lititz, Pennsylvania 

 

In a career spanning over 50 years, Harvey has served in several academic, clinical, research, administrative, 

and consulting capacities with the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of Defense, academia and 

industry to include Chief of the Audiology and Speech Pathology Service and Associate Chief of Staff for 

Research and Development at the Bay Pines VA Healthcare System, the Director of Research at the Army 

Audiology and Speech Center at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and the Director of Audiology Research at 

Starkey Hearing Technologies. He currently serves as the Head of Research Audiology at Jabra Enhance. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Harvey Abrams receives consultation fees and travel reimbursement from Jabra Enhance. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Harvey Abrams has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Julie G. Arenberg, PhD 
Mass Eye and Ear, Harvard, Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Dr. Arenberg serves as the Director of Audiology Research and Education at Mass Eye and Ear. Prior to joining 

Mass Eye and Ear in 2019, Dr. Arenberg served as Director of Audiology and Professor at the University of 

Washington, Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences. Dr. Arenberg trained as a neuroscientist and an 

audiologist. Her research efforts are focused on improving the quality of life for people with severe hearing 

loss, many of whom are treated with cochlear implants. Throughout Dr. Arenberg's career, she has used basic 

auditory neuroscience approaches to further understand the auditory system across the lifespan for individuals 

with normal hearing and those with cochlear implants. She has also developed new methods for optimizing 

hearing restoration with cochlear implants. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Julie Arenberg is employed by Mass Eye and Ear where she receives a salary. Her research is 
supported by NIH. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Julie Arenberg has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Sajana Aryal, MS  
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 

 

Sajana Aryal is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Texas at Austin. She earned her undergraduate degree in 

audiology and speech-language pathology from Nepal. Following that, she pursued a master's degree in 

audiology at the All-India Institute of Speech and Hearing. Her current research focuses on the 

neurophysiological mechanism of extended high-frequency hearing and its implications for speech perception. 

She has authored publications in leading journals, including Ear and Hearing and Trends in Hearing. She has 

been recognized with several competitive student awards, including the ASHA Foundation New Century 

Scholars Doctoral Scholarship and the National Hearing Conservation Association award. 



 
Financial Disclosures: Sajana Aryal has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Sajana Aryal has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Rachael R. Baiduc, PhD  
University of Colorado Boulder, Boulder, Colorado 

 

Dr. Rachael R. Baiduc is associate professor of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at the University of 

Colorado Boulder. Her program of research explores lifestyle factors related to auditory dysfunction with a 

focus on cochlear health and otoacoustic emission measurements. Her research has examined auditory health in 

relation to diabetes, hypertension, tobacco and cannabis smoking, and other cardiometabolic risk factors. Her 

work has been funded by the University of Colorado Boulder, American Hearing Research Foundation, Hearing 

Health Foundation, and the NIH (funder of present study). 

 
Financial Disclosures: Rachael Baiduc is employed by the University of Colorado Boulder where she receives a salary. 

She has received funding from the University of Colorado Boulder, American Hearing Research Foundation, Hearing 
Health Foundation, and the NIH. The NIH NIDCD funded this study (Award No. 1R21DC020561-01A1). 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Rachael Baiduc has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Brooke L. Barry, BS  
University of California, San Francisco, Long Beach, California 

 

Brooke Barry is the junior specialist in the Sound and Music Perception Lab at the University of California, San 

Francisco (UCSF), working under Nicole T. Jiam, M.D. Barry received a B.A. in music performance and a B.S. 

in physiological science from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Brooke Barry is employed by UCSF. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Brooke Barry has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Joshua G. W. Bernstein, PhD  
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Joshua Bernstein, Ph.D., is a Principal Investigator in the Audiology and Speech Pathology Center (ASC) at 

Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. He directs cochlear-implant research, collaborating with clinical 

staff to improve the care of patients with unilateral severe-to-profound hearing loss. His additional interests 

include psychoacoustics and speech perception by the hearing-impaired. Dr. Bernstein also serves as Acting 

Chief of Research in the ASC, overseeing a team of investigators conducting clinically translational and 

military operational audiology and speech-pathology studies. Originally an Electrical Engineer (B.S., Cornell), 

he earned his Ph.D. in the interdisciplinary Harvard-MIT Speech and Hearing Bioscience and Technology 

Program. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Joshua Bernstein is employed by Walter Reed National Military Medical Center where he receives 

a salary. NIH-NIDCD R01-DC-020506; Uniformed Services University US240010. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Joshua Bernstein has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 



Sriram Boothalingam, PhD  
National Acoustic Laboratories and Macquarie University, Macquarie University, Australia 

 

Sriram Boothalingam is a Senior Lecturer at Macquarie University and a Senior Scientist at the National 

Acoustic Laboratories, Sydney, Australia. He studies the collaborative dynamics of the ear and brain using 

otoacoustic emissions, EEG, and neuromodulation. His work aims to deduce the ear-brain-behavior link in 

human communication with applications for earlier detection, more personalized, and effective diagnostics and 

treatments for people with hearing difficulties. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Sriram Boothalingam is employed by National Acoustic Laboratories and Macquarie University. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Sriram Boothalingam has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Kristina Bowdrie, AuD, PhD  
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio 

 

Kristina Bowdrie is an Assistant Professor at Case Western Reserve University, where she directs the Human 

Ecology and Auditory Research (HEAR) Laboratory. She is also a research audiologist at the Louis Stokes 

Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center. She earned both her Au.D. and Ph.D. in Speech and 

Hearing Science from The Ohio State University. As a clinician-scientist, her research examines how 

individuals with hearing loss interact with their environments and how these interactions shape clinical 

interventions and outcomes. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Kristina Bowdrie is employed by Case Western Reserve University where she receives a salary. 

This research was supported by The Ohio State University Graduate School's Alumni Grants for Graduate Research and 
Scholarship (AGGRS) Program. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Kristina Bowdrie holds a without compensation (WOC) appointment at the Louis Stokes 

Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

 

 

Eric Branda, PhD  
WS Audiology, Iselin, New Jersey 

 

Dr. Eric Branda is Director of Applied Audiological Research for WS Audiology in the USA. For over 25 

years, Eric has been involved in audiological, technical and research initiatives around the globe. He specializes 

in investigations on new product innovations, as well as with research partners, helping WSA fulfill its goal of 

creating advanced hearing solutions for all types and degrees of hearing loss. Dr. Branda received his PhD from 

Salus University, his AuD from the Arizona School of Health Sciences and his Mas- ter‚Äôs degree in 

Audiology from the University of Akron. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Eric Branda is employed by WS Audiology where he receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Eric Branda has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Carmen C. Brewer, PhD  
Consultant Research Audiologist, Hyattsville, Maryland 

 



Carmen Brewer, Ph.D. is a Consultant Research Audiologist and Research Audiologist Emeritus at the National 

Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders.  She is a founding member and focus area co-chair 

of the International Ototoxicity Management Group. Her career spans over four decades with special interest in 

genetics of hearing loss and ototoxicity.  She has co-authored over 100 peer reviewed manuscripts and multiple 

book chapters. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Carmen Brewer is a paid consultant to JAEB Center for Healthcare Research Foundation. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Carmen Brewer has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Mitra Britton, PhD  
Montclair State University, Bloomfield, New Jersey 

 

Dr. Britton joined the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Montclair state university 

(MSU) as an Assistant Professor of Audiology following the completion of her Ph.D. at the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro in 2025.  During her doctoral training, she specialized in leveraging electronic health 

databases such as UK Biobank to conduct data-driven research, with a focus on tinnitus phenotypic comorbidity 

patterns. At MSU, she aims to study cortical and cochlear changes in individuals with tinnitus, focusing on 

populations with an existing gastrointestinal condition as well as investigating the less known tinnitus link with 

other conditions. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Mitra Britton has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Mitra Britton has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Douglas S. Brungart, PhD  
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Douglas S. Brungart, PhD, is the Chief Scientist of the National Military Audiology and Speech Pathology 

Center at Walter Reed.  His research focuses on the application of advanced technology to improve the 

prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of hearing loss and other hearing, balance and speech disorders.  He holds 

a MS and PhD in Electrical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a BS in Computer 

Engineering from Wright State University. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Douglas Brungart is employed by the US Government where he receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Douglas Brungart has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

George W. Burwood, PhD  
Oregon Hearing Research Center, Dept. of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery, Oregon Health & Science 

University, Portland, Oregon 

 

George Burwood received his PhD in auditory physiology at the University of Brighton, UK. As a postdoctoral 

researcher he studied apical cochlear mechanics and became interested in residual hearing loss following 

cochlear implantation. Sensitive hearing relies upon the precise mechanical arrangement of sensory, amplifying 

and supporting cells in the organ of Corti. To prevent cochlear implant induced hearing loss, the functional role 

of each cochlear mechanical component and its dynamic mechanical behavior must be known. Such parameters 



must also be measured under pathological conditions to understand implantation induced changes. These topics 

form the core of George's research interest. 

 
Financial Disclosures: George Burwood is employed by OHSU where he receives a salary. This project is supported by 

an NIDCD ECR R21. R21 DC020794-01A1. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: George Burwood has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Alexander Chern, MD  
Department of Otorhinolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

Dr. Alexander Chern is an otologist/neurotologist and Assistant Professor of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. He completed fellowship training in otology, 

neurotology, and skull base surgery at Johns Hopkins University and residency in otolaryngology-head and 

neck surgery at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital (Columbia/Weill Cornell). He earned his medical degree from 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and his undergraduate degree from Yale University. Dr. Chern's 

research focuses on the intersection of musicality, hearing, and cognition. His work aims to improve music 

perception and enjoyment for individuals with hearing loss and to understand how musicality may support 

hearing health and cognitive resilience. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Alexander Chern is employed by the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and the 

Philadelphia Corporal Micheal J. Crescenz VA Medical Center where he receives a salary. American Academy of 

Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery Health Services Research Grant, American Neurotology Society Research Grant. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Alexander Chern has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Alyssa Davidson, AuD, PhD  
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Elkridge, Maryland 

 

Alyssa Davidson, AuD, PhD is a research audiologist at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. She 

received her degrees at the University of Arizona and then completed a post-doc at Northwestern University. 

Her research interests include hearing aid outcomes, auditory processing, and translation of research into 

clinical practice. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Alyssa Davidson is employed by Henry M. Jackson Foundation where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Alyssa Davidson has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Rhodieleen Anne Roque de la Cruz, MD  
Western Visayas Medical Center, iloilo, Philippines 

 

Dr. Rhodieleen Anne de la Cruz is an otorhinolaryngologist and audiologist with a Doctor of Medicine degree 

from the University of the Philippines Manila and a Master in Clinical Audiology from the University of Santo 

Tomas, where she graduated magna cum laude. She also holds an International Master in Business 

Administration from Buckinghamshire New University, United Kingdom. Dr. de la Cruz is the Executive Vice 

President of Ear Diagnostics Inc. and an active consultant at several hospitals in Iloilo City. Her research 

interests focus on hearing screening, noise-induced hearing loss, and auditory rehabilitation. 



 
Financial Disclosures: Rhodieleen Anne de la Cruz is employed by Ear Diagnostics Inc. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Rhodieleen Anne de la Cruz has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Nele De Poortere, AuD, PhD  
Ghent University, Dept. of Information Technology, Zwijnaarde, Belgium 

 

Nele De Poortere obtained a Master's degree in Audiology and a PhD in the same field, where she investigated 

the impact of noise exposure on children and young adults using subclinical diagnostic techniques. She is 

currently a postdoctoral researcher in the Department of Information Technology at Ghent University, focusing 

on the development of diagnostic and rehabilitation approaches for cochlear synaptopathy. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Nele De Poortere is employed by Ghent University where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Nele De Poortere has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Rafael E. Delgado, PhD  
Intelligent Hearing Systems Corp., Miami, Florida 

 

Dr. Delgado received his Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering from the University of Miami in 1993.  He is 

currently the Director of Research and Software Development for Intelligent Hearing System Corp. and an 

Adjunct Professor of Biomedical Engineering at the University of Miami.  He has published extensively and 

developed a large number of medical products for screening and testing of hearing and vision using evoked 

potentials and otoacoustic emissions.  He has also been the principal investigator in a large number of NIH 

SBIR grants for the development of these products. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Rafael Delgado is employed by Intelligent Hearing Systems Corp. where he receives a salary. He 

is a stock owner of Intelligent Hearing Systems Corp. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Rafael Delgado has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Lauren K. Dillard, AuD, PhD  
Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, 

South Carolina 

 

Lauren K. Dillard is an Assistant Professor at the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC). She earned 

her AuD, MS (Population Health Sciences) and PhD degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Lauren's research is focused on topics related to the epidemiology of hearing loss, including hearing loss 

prevention and management and screening for age-related hearing loss. Most of her research is conducted in 

longitudinal population-based cohort studies and also in electronic health records from MUSC and the 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Lauren Dillard is employed by the Medical University of South Carolina where she receives a 

salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Lauren Dillard has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Coral Dirks, AuD, PhD, CCC-A 



Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN 

 

Coral Dirks earned her AuD (February 2017) and PhD (April 2020) from the University of Minnesota, where 

her dissertation focused on spatial hearing in individuals with single-sided deafness and cochlear implants. She 

served as a research audiologist at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center from 2020 to 2022. In Fall 

2022, she joined the University of South Dakota as an assistant professor, where she taught AuD graduate 

students, provided clinical care for pediatric and adult cochlear implant patients, and conducted research on 

spatial hearing and asymmetric hearing loss. In December 2025, she began her current role as an Academic 

Audiologist at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Coral Dirks is employed by Mayo Clinic where she receives a salary. She received a salary from 
the University of South Dakota. Research support from: NIH Grant UT2GM148086, FTL Labs, Sensimetrics Corp, 

Defense Centers for Public Health – Aberdeen. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Coral Dirks has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Evelien Dirks, PhD  
NSDSK | Tilburg University, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 

Evelien Dirks is a professor of Early Development and Early Intervention in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 

at Tilburg University. She also serves as Program Director of Research and Development at the NSDSK. Her 

research focuses on the cognitive, social, and language development of young children with hearing loss, as 

well as the effectiveness of early intervention programs supporting these children and their families. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Evelien Dirks is employed by NSDSK where she receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Evelien Dirks has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Peter R. Dixon, MD  
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, South 

Carolina 

 

Dr. Peter R. Dixon, MD MSc is an early-career neurologist and health services researcher dedicated to 

improving hearing care access and outcomes. With expertise in cochlear implants and hearing loss detection, 

Dr. Dixon translates complex clinical data into scalable, practical solutions. His multidisciplinary approach 

integrates advanced analytics and informatics to enhance hearing care delivery. Through clinical and research 

efforts focused on addressing barriers to care, Dr. Dixon aims to transform hearing care delivery and improve 

quality of life for individuals with hearing loss. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Peter Dixon is employed by Medical University of South Carolina where he receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Peter Dixon has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Laura Dreisbach, PhD  
San Diego State University, San Diego, California 

 

Laura Dreisbach is an Audiologist and Professor in the School of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at 

San Diego State University. Her Ph.D. from Northwestern University is where she developed objective 



measurements of human cochlear physiology. In her Post-Doctoral Fellowship, she examined normal- and 

impaired-hearing abilities using psychoacoustic measurements. In her Auditory Physiology and 

Psychoacoustics Laboratory she uses objective and subjective measures to characterize the full bandwidth of 

auditory function across the lifespan. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Laura Dreisbach is employed by San Diego State University where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Laura Dreisbach has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Viji Easwar, PhD  
National Acoustic Laboratories, Baulkham Hills, Australia 

 

Viji Easwar is the research lead of the paediatrics hearing loss program at the National Acoustic Laboratories. 

Viji is an audiologist and a hearing scientist with interest in auditory development and neural measures of 

hearing. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Viji Easwar is employed by Hearing Australia where she receives a salary. Research support from 

NHMRC. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Viji Easwar has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Ann Clock Eddins, PhD  
Communication Technologies Research Center, University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida 

 

Ann Clock Eddins, Ph.D., M.B.A., CCC-A is Professor and Director of the School of Communication Sciences 

and Disorders at the University of Central Florida. She is a clinical audiologist and classically trained 

neuroscientist with research and clinical interests aimed at understanding the neural bases of auditory perception 

and neural plasticity with aging, hearing loss, and rehabilitative intervention. Her research has been funded by 

NIH, NSF, private foundations and industry. She has 30+ years of academic experience within CSD and a 

passion for advancing academic programs, healthcare service delivery, interprofessional collaboration, and 

development of faculty, researchers, and students within the discipline. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Ann Clock Eddins is employed by the University of Central Florida where she receives a salary. 

This work is supported by a contract with Sonova Canada Inc. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Ann Clock Eddins has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Katharine A. Fernandez, AuD, PhD  
NIDCD/NIH, Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Katharine Fernandez is an AuD/PhD currently working at the National Institutes of Health, exploring 

therapeutic strategies to mitigate drug-induced and age-related hearing loss. Her work incorporates mouse 

models, clinical studies, and bioinformatics to evaluate the potential for drug-repurposing to reduce the impact 

of hearing loss. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Katharine Fernandez is employed by National Institutes of Health where she receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Katharine Fernandez has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 



 

Matthew Fitzgerald, PhD  
Stanford University, Palo Alto, California 

 

Dr. Fitzgerald is the Chief of Audiology at Stanford University, where he oversees the adult and pediatric 

audiology practices.  His research interests focus on the development and translation of new tools to assess 

performance in patients with hearing difficulties. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Matthew Fitzgerald is employed by Stanford University where he receives a salary. This work was 

supported by a grant from the Stanford Center for Digital Health, and a donation from Mona Taliaferro. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Matthew Fitzgerald has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

David R. Friedmann, MD  
NYU Grossman School of Medicine, New York, New York 

 

David R. Friedmann, MD, MSc is a neurotologist and research scientist at NYU Grossman School of Medicine. 

He has published widely on outcomes in cochlear implantation and skull base surgery. His funded work seeks to 

address complexities in the delivery of hearing care. His research is funded by the National Institutes of Health 

and VA Health Services Research. 

 
Financial Disclosures: David Friedmann is employed by NYU where he receives a salary. This project was funded by a 
grant from NIA. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: David Friedmann has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Angela Garinis, PhD  
Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, Oregon 

 

Dr. Angela Garinis is an Associate Professor at Oregon Health & Science University within the Oregon Hearing 

Research Center and serves as a Principal Investigator at the VA Portland's National Center for Rehabilitative 

Auditory Research. Her research, supported by funding from the National Institutes of Health and the Cystic 

Fibrosis Foundation, focuses on advancing diagnostic metrics for detecting aminoglycoside-induced hearing 

and balance loss, as well as identifying risk factors for individuals at elevated risk. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Research support from NIH-NIDCD, CFF, NIH-NCATS. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Angela Garinis has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Madeline E. Gibson, AuD  
University of California San Diego, La Jolla, California 

 

Dr. Madeline Gibson is a clinical audiologist and faculty member at the University of California San Diego 

where she teaches in the SDSU/UCSD Joint Doctoral Program in Audiology. She completed her doctorate 

through the same program, and did her clinical externship at Rady Children's Hospital, she developed a strong 

interest in translational and clinical research. Her work has focused on auditory brainstem implants, telehealth 

in audiology, and her doctoral research looking at the role of HBEGF in the innate immune response underlying 



otitis media. Dr. Gibson is dedicated to advancing evidence-based clinical practice through teaching, 

mentorship, and research integration. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Madeline Gibson is employed by UCSD  where she receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Madeline Gibson has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

René Gifford, PhD  
Hearts for Hearing, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

 

René Gifford, PhD, is Chief of Audiology & Research at Hearts for Hearing in Oklahoma City as well as co-

CEO of the clinical board of directors for the Institute for Cochlear Implant Training (ICIT), and Director of the 

ICIT Advanced Audiology Course (AAC). Her research has been NIH funded for over 20 years and focuses on 

speech & music perception, spatial hearing, and development of speech, language, and literacy for children with 

hearing loss. She has authored over 170 peer-reviewed publications, two books, and multiple book chapters in 

the field of cochlear implants and auditory (re)habilitation. 

 
Financial Disclosures: René Gifford is employed by Hearts for Hearing where she receives a salary. She received 

research grants from Advanced Bionics (AB), Cochlear, and the National Institutes of Health (NIH). René is a consultant 

for Cochlear, Skylark Bio, and Sony; audiology advisory board for Cochlear and Skylark Bio. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: René Gifford has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Nicholas P. Giuliani, AuD, PhD  
James H. Quillen VA Medical Center; East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, Tennessee 

 

Dr. Giuliani's primary research interest is to develop and implement measures to improve the identification and 

treatment of listening difficulties and auditory disorders, particularly those that are recalcitrant to current 

audiological assessments. His current research explores whether autonomic nervous system responses are 

altered in patients with chronic tinnitus. His long-term goals are to develop objective measures that will be 

clinically relevant for the diagnosis and treatment of listening difficulties experienced by Veterans, particularly 

those with normal or near-normal hearing thresholds and a history of blast exposure, traumatic brain injury, 

post-traumatic stress disorder, and chronic tinnitus. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Nicholas Giuliani is employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs and East Tennessee State 
University, where he receives a salary. This study was funded by the American Academy of Audiology Foundation 

Research Grants in Hearing & Balance Program New Investigator Research Grant and the Department of Veterans 

Affairs Small Programs in Rehabilitative Research (I21RX005157-01). 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Nicholas Giuliani has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Karen Gordon, PhD 
The Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

 

Karen Gordon, PhD, is a Professor in the Department of Otolaryngology and a Graduate Faculty Member in the 

Institute of Medical Science at the University of Toronto.  She works at the Hospital for Sick Children in 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada, as a Senior Scientist in the Research Institute and an Audiologist in the Department 

of Communication Disorders.  She is Director of Research in Archie’s Cochlear Implant Laboratory and holds 

the Bastable-Potts Health Clinician Scientist Award in Hearing Impairment and Cochlear Americas Chair of 



Auditory Development. Karen’s collaborative research focuses on auditory development in children who are 

deaf and use auditory prostheses including cochlear implants.   Her work is supported by research funding from 

the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and the American National Institute of Health along with the 

Cochlear Americas Chair in Auditory Development and generous donations.   

 
Financial Disclosures: Karen Gordon is employed by The Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto where she 
receives a salary. Research support from: CIHR, NIH, CHS, Cochlear America Chair in Auditory Development. Speakers 

bureau: Cochlear Corp, Advanced Bionics. Consultant:Sensorion, Regeneron, Eli Lilly; travel support Med-El; lecturer - 
Salus University at Drexel. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Karen Gordon has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Matthew J. Goupell, PhD  
University of Maryland-College Park, College Park, Maryland 

 

Matthew Goupell is a professor in the Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences at the University of 

Maryland. He received a B.S. in physics at Hope College in Holland, MI (2001) and a Ph.D. in physics at 

Michigan State University (2005). He was a post-doc at the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna, Austria 

and the University of Wisconsin, Madison. His current research focuses on binaural hearing, the effects of aging 

on temporal processing, and cochlear implants by combining human psychoacoustical with objective 

measurements (computed-tomography scans, electrophysiological measurements). 

 
Financial Disclosures: Matthew Goupell is employed by University of Maryland where he receives a salary. He has an 

NIH training grant that supports this program. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Matthew Goupell has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Valerie A. Ingalls, BA  
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 

 

Valerie is a doctoral candidate in the University of Iowa's Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders. Her research focuses on uncovering the genetics and other risk factors underlying acquired hearing 

disorders, with the goal of developing the foundational knowledge needed to advance toward precision 

medicine in audiology. She uses both traditional statistics and machine learning methods to explore genome-

wide and phenome-wide effects on hearing. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Valerie Ingalls is employed by University of Iowa where she receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Valerie Ingalls has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Carole E. Johnson, AuD, PhD  
Hearing Evaluation, Rehabilitation, and Outcomes (HERO) Laboratory, Edmond, Oklahoma 

 

Carole E. Johnson, PhD, AuD is a professor in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders and 

Director of the Hearing Evaluation, Rehabilitation, and Outcomes (HERO) Lab at the University of Oklahoma 

Health Campus in Oklahoma City, OK. Her area of expertise is auditory rehabilitation and she has published 84 

articles, written 4 textbooks, and presented over 200 papers at national and international professional meetings. 

 



Financial Disclosures: Carole Johnson has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Carole Johnson has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Eric M. Johnson, AuD, PhD  
West Virginia University, Morgantown, West Virginia 

 

Eric M. Johnson is an assistant professor in the Division of Communication Sciences and Disorders in the West 

Virginia University School of Medicine. His main research interests are in speech-in-noise perception, noise-

reduction technology, and psychoacoustics. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Eric Johnson is employed by West Virginia University where he receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Eric Johnson has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Erik Jorgensen, AuD, PhD  
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin 

 

Erik Jorgensen, AuD, PhD, CCC-A is an assistant professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he 

directs the Soundscape and Audiology Research Laboratory. His research focuses on the real-world acoustic 

environments listeners experience, how to measure acoustic environments in daily life, and how acoustic 

environments interact with hearing loss and audiologic intervention. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Erik Jorgensen is employed by the University of Wisconsin Madison, where he receives a salary. 
Erik’s work is supported by the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the NIH/NIDCD. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Erik Jorgensen has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Andrej Kral, MD 
Hannover Medical School & Macquarie University, Hannover, Germany 

 

Andrej Kral, MD, PhD, is a Professor of Systems Neuroscience at Macquarie University and Professor of 

Auditory Neuroscience at Hannover Medical School, where he holds the Chair in Experimental Otology. Dr. 

Kral received degrees from the School of Medicine, Comenius University in Bratislava (MD 1993, PhD 1998). 
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