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Cassie Allgrunn is a 2nd-year AuD student at Utah State University. She completed her Bachelor of Science 

degree in Communication Disorders with a minor in ASL at Utah State University in 2024. She has contributed 

to research in the Aural Rehabilitation Lab at Utah State University for the past 3 years. She is passionate about 

pediatric audiology and qualitative research. She is considering the future pursuit of a Ph.D. in support of these 

passions. She also enjoys playing violin in the community symphony. 
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María Ángel is a third-year Doctor of Audiology (AuD) student at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 

working under the mentorship of Dr. Mary M. Flaherty in the Child Speech Research Lab. Her research 

interests focus on bilingualism, hearing health disparities, and speech comprehension in noise among Spanish-

English bilingual children. María is passionate about improving hearing healthcare access for underserved 

populations and promoting culturally responsive clinical practice. She currently serves as the National NSSLHA 

Vice President for Planning and as the Student Board Chair for the Illinois Academy of Audiology. 
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University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina 

 

Dr. Arjmandi is the Director of the Translational Auditory Neuroscience Lab at the University of South 

Carolina's Arnold School of Public Health. His interdisciplinary research integrates auditory neuroscience, 

speech science, and biomedical engineering to explore the neural mechanisms of human communication and 

hearing impairment. Using behavioral, computational, and neuroimaging methods, he studies how auditory, 

speech, and language outcomes vary across typical, impaired, and electric hearing. His work also investigates 

how age-related hearing loss contributes to cognitive decline and dementia, aiming to enhance hearing aid and 

cochlear implant interventions and translate findings into personalized clinical diagnostics and treatments. 
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Bachelor of Science degrees: one in Zoology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and another in Speech 

and Hearing Sciences from Arizona State University. After graduating in 2026, she aims to focus on both 

clinical practice and research. 
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Carolina 

 

Samin Ashjaei is a Ph.D. student in the Translational Auditory Neuroscience Laboratory at the University of 

South Carolina. As a clinician-scientist in Speech and Hearing Sciences, her research focuses on understanding 

the neural and cognitive mechanisms underlying poor speech perception, particularly in noisy environments, 

among individuals with hearing loss, including aging adults and cochlear implant users. Through her research, 

Samin aims to advance knowledge that informs clinical strategies to improve communication outcomes for 

people with hearing impairments. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Samin Ashjaei is employed by University of South Carolina and receives a salary by working at 
the Translational Auditory Neuroscience lab. This project is a collaboration with Aging Brain Cohort (ABC@USC) that 

receives funding from the state to do research on aging. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Samin Ashjaei has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Samar Babaee, MS  
PhD Student, Memphis, Tennessee 

 

Samar Babaee is a PhD student in Hearing Sciences at the University of Memphis. She earned her Master's in 

Audiology from the University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences (Tehran) and worked five years 

as a clinical audiologist specializing in electrophysiology and vestibular assessment. Her research explores 

neurophysiological mechanisms of dichotic listening deficits and quantitative approaches to auditory 

rehabilitation. She applies Logistic Knowledge Tracing (LKT) to model ear-specific learning during ARIA 

training and conducts EEG studies on neural correlates of dichotic processing, aiming to bridge clinical practice 

and neuroscience to enhance diagnostic and rehabilitation strategies. 
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Dr. Babaoglu is a lab manager and post-doctoral researcher in the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. She received her Ph.D. in Audiology from Hacettepe 

University, Turkey and worked as a research fellow at the University Medical Center Groningen in the 

Netherlands. She joined Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 2024, and her current research examines 

auditory, cognitive, and linguistic factors that predict speech recognition outcomes in cochlear implant users as 

well as real world experiences. 
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development and management of hearing health care intervention projects at the Cochlear Center for Hearing 

and Public Health. She earned her B.S. in Psychology from Kent State University and is currently pursuing an 

M.A. in Nonprofit Management at Johns Hopkins University. Her work focuses on understanding the cognitive 

and physical impacts of hearing loss and advancing equitable, user-centered approaches to hearing care that 

promote inclusion, access, and improved health outcomes for diverse populations. 
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Dr. Tonya Bergeson earned a PhD in cognitive developmental psychology from the University of Toronto, 

Canada and undergraduate degrees in music and psychology from Northwestern University. She is chair and 

William Ney Professor in the Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at Butler University and 

volunteer associate professor in the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at Indiana 

University School of Medicine. Her research on the effects of early auditory experience on speech, language 

and music development in infants and children with hearing loss has been funded by the National Institutes of 

Health and published in several prestigious journals. 
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Clinical Audiology (AuD) and her PhD in Hearing and Speech Sciences from the University of Maryland in 

College Park. Rebecca's research interests include the study of how humans are able to perceive speech under 

challenging conditions, and how individual factors such as aging, hearing loss, and language background impact 

this ability. 
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William J. Bologna, AuD, PhD, CCC-A is an Assistant Professor at Towson University in the Department of 

Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and the Director of the Towson Auditory Simulation Lab. His 

research focuses on innovative approaches to assessment and rehabilitation in audiology, including clinical 

applications for virtual reality technology. The long-term goal of his research program is to support the use of 

individualized treatment plans in audiology that can address the specific physiological and behavioral deficits of 

a given patient. 
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Sriram Boothalingam is a Senior Lecturer at Macquarie University and a Senior Scientist at the National 

Acoustic Laboratories, Sydney, Australia. He studies the collaborative dynamics of the ear and brain using 

otoacoustic emissions, EEG, and neuromodulation. His work aims to deduce the ear-brain-behavior link in 

human communication with applications for earlier detection, more personalized, and effective diagnostics and 

treatments for people with hearing difficulties. 
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Washington University in St. Louis, Department of Otolaryngology, Saint Louis, Missouri 

 

Callie Boren received her B.A. from Baylor University as a University Scholar in 2021 and her Au.D. with a 

research specialization from Washington University in St. Louis in 2025. She is currently an Olin Chancellors 

Fellowship funded first year Ph.D. student at Washington University in St. Louis, in Dr. Kate McClannahan's 

Auditory Wellness Lab. Her experiences as a person with hearing loss and clinical training in patient-centered 

care guide her research interests concerning holistic well-being for individuals with hearing loss. She plans to 

pursue a career as a clinician scientist and professor at an R1 research university. 
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University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 

 

Gabriella Brown is a 1st year Au.D student at the University of South Florida (USF). She earned her Bachelor's 

in Language, Speech, and Hearing Sciences with a double minor in Deaf Studies and Children's Behavioral 



Healthcare from USF in 2024. Under the supervision of Dr. Jungmee Lee and Dr. Robert Lutfi, she has 

conducted research and data analysis on the efficacy of the QuickSIN test, hoping to provide clinicians with an 

accurate diagnostic tool for improved quality and specificity of patient care. 
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University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 

 

Dimitri L. Brunelle is a PhD student in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of South 

Florida. His research focuses on age-related hearing loss and signal-in-noise detection using mouse and human 

models, combining behavioral, electrophysiological, and computational approaches. Brunelle has published 

peer-reviewed articles in Hearing Research and Cell Calcium related to the cocktail party effect, developing a 

machine learning model which classifies the acoustic startle reflex in rodents, and a review on the auditory 

cortico-thalamic system. His work investigates auditory processing in challenging listening environments, with 

implications for improving treatment strategies for individuals with hearing loss and tinnitus. 
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Andrew M. Burleson, AuD, PhD  
Mass Eye and Ear / Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Andrew Burleson, AuD, PhD is a postdoctoral research fellow at Massachusetts Eye and Ear and Harvard 

Medical School. His research bridges clinical audiology and cognitive hearing science to individualize and 

improve outcomes for adults with hearing loss. Working in Dr. Julie Arenberg's lab, he investigates how 

cognitive and linguistic factors interact with peripheral input quality in cochlear implant users to shape speech 

processing efficiency, listening effort, and comprehension. His long-term goal is to develop precision-medicine 

tools that integrate top-down and bottom-up processes, creating clinically implementable outcome measures and 

individualized programming strategies that enhance real-world communication for adults with hearing loss. 
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Yiyang Cai 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland 

 

Yiyang Cai is a Master of Science (ScM) student in Epidemiology at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health. Her research focuses on sensory and cognitive aging, emphasizing the intersection of hearing 

loss, cardiovascular health, and digital health analytics. She aims to bridge epidemiologic evidence and 

translational applications to improve population health outcomes in older adults. 
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University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

Grace Caplan is a third-year Doctor of Audiology student and R25 TRANSLATES scholar at the University of 

Pittsburgh. She currently works as a research assistant in the Auditory Perception and Cognition Lab under the 

direction of Dr. Christopher Brown. Her research focuses on how interaural time differences (ITDs) and 

interaural level differences (ILDs) support sound source segregation and selection in individuals with normal 

hearing and those with bilateral cochlear implants. Her clinical interests include cochlear implants and applying 

evidence-based practices to optimize patient care. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Grace Caplan is employed by the University of Pittsburgh where she receives an hourly wage. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Grace Caplan has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Monita Chatterjee, PhD  
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 

 

Monita Chatterjee has a background in electrical engineering, neuroscience, and cochlear implant 

psychophysics. She is a professor in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Northwestern 

University, Evanston, IL. Her work focuses on auditory and speech perception by child and adult cochlear 

implant users. 
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National Acoustic Laboratories, Sydney, Australia 

 

Michael Chesnaye is a Biomedical Engineer specialising in auditory neuroscience and signal processing. His 

work focuses on statistical and computational methods for detecting brain responses to sound, with the aim of 

improving objective assessments of hearing. From 2015-2023, he completed his PhD and two postdoctoral 

positions at the University of Southampton, collaborating with Prof. Steven Bell and Prof. David Simpson on 

auditory evoked response detection. In 2024, he joined the National Acoustic Laboratories in Sydney, working 

with Dr. Viji Easwar to optimise speech-evoked EEG methods and identify neural markers predicting speech 

and language outcomes in infants with hearing loss. 
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Renée Christie is a sophomore psychology major at the University of Maryland. She is a UMD-REACH 

(Research Equity and Access in Communication and Hearing; NIDCD R25) trainee, through which she engages 

in children's auditory research in the Children's Auditory Research at Maryland (ChARM) Lab. 
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Adelphi University, New York, New York 

 

Dr. Hyungi (Hannah) Chun is an Assistant Professor of Audiology at Adelphi University. She received her 

Ph.D. in Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences from the City University of New York in 2025. Her research 

focuses on speech perception and listening effort in noisy environments among older adults with hearing loss 

and examines how the human brain encodes speech sounds in adverse listening conditions. Combining 

behavioral and electrophysiological approaches, Dr. Chun aims to advance understanding of auditory-cognitive 

processing and inform clinical strategies that enhance communication for aging listeners. 
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I am an educator, a researcher, an inventor, and a humanitarian. My areas of expertise are in acoustics, 

amplification, calibration, humanitarian audiology, and wind noise research. My recent research has been 

focused on developing low-cost equipment to improve hearing healthcare access in low-resourced areas and in 

low- to mid-income countries. I hold three US patents with a fourth and fifth pending.I am also actively 

engaged in humanitarian research and service and dissemination of clinical findings. I have been leading teams 

of faculty, students, and professionals to different countries to provide hearing and hearing aid services since 

2010. 
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Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 

 

Taylor Dalzell is a third-year Doctor of Audiology student at Vanderbilt University with research interests in 

auditory perception, emotion, and cognition. Taylor's research, conducted in the Hearing and Affect Perception 

Interest Lab, focuses on adolescents' emotional responses to sounds/pictures and adult hearing aid adoption. She 



aims to integrate research and clinical practice to improve assessment and intervention strategies for diverse 

patient populations. 
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University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 

 

Didulani Dantanarayana is a PhD student at UW-Madison, and her research is focused on the development of 

speech recognition and spatial release from masking in typically developing individuals and clinical populations 

such as children and adults with Down syndrome and children and adults using cochlear implants or electro-

acoustic stimulation. She is also interested in studying associations between speech recognition and spatial 

release from masking with executive functioning. She has also investigated how speech recognition and spatial 

release from masking change based on the predictability of the speech materials and how that impact speech 

recognition and usage of spatial cues. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Nimesha Dantanarayana is employed by the University of Wisconsin where she receives a salary. 

Her salary is paid by NIH grant funding 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Nimesha Dantanarayana has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Nele De Poortere, AuD, PhD  
Ghent University, Dept. of Information Technology, Zwijnaarde, Belgium 

 

Nele De Poortere obtained a Master's degree in Audiology and a PhD in the same field, where she investigated 

the impact of noise exposure on children and young adults using subclinical diagnostic techniques. She is 

currently a postdoctoral researcher in the Department of Information Technology at Ghent University, focusing 

on the development of diagnostic and technological innovations for cochlear synaptopathy. 
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NSDSK | Tilburg University, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 

Evelien Dirks is a professor of Early Development and Early Intervention in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 

at Tilburg University. She also serves as Program Director of Research and Development at the NSDSK. Her 

research focuses on the cognitive, social, and language development of young children with hearing loss, as 

well as the effectiveness of early intervention programs supporting these children and their families. 
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Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

Behdad Dousti is a PhD candidate in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Cincinnati. 

He holds a BS in Audiology from Tehran University of Medical Sciences (Tehran, Iran). His work focuses on 

evaluating the association between extended high-frequency (8-16 kHz) hearing and speech-in-noise difficulties 

in listeners with normal standard-frequency audiograms, and on refining the clinical test battery to better 

differentiate high-frequency hearing loss. He has also contributed to projects evaluating speech-enhancement 

algorithms to improve real-world communication performance. 
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Claire M. Dorey, AuD  
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 

 

Claire M. Dorey, Au.D. is a fourth-year Ph.D. student at the University of South Florida in the Department of 

Communication Sciences and Disorders mentored by Erol Ozmeral, Ph.D. She earned her Au.D. from the 

University of Florida in 2022. Her research interests are primarily in translational hearing research using animal 

models and human psychophysics. She is interested in developing a bench to bedside research program in the 

future. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Claire Dorey is employed by University of South Florida where she receives a salary. NIDCD 
1F32DC023413. 
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Gregory M. Ellis, PhD  
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Gregory M. Ellis is a Research Scientist at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. His work currently 

focuses on the effects of temporary changes in hearing following noise exposure and blast exposure on auditory 

tasks. His work also involves examining the factors that predict benefit for users of low-gain hearing aids. 
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Hannah E. Engelken, BS  
University of Kansas - Otolaryngology, Kansas City, Kansas 

 

Hannah Engelken is a 4th year student at the University of Kansas. She completed her undergraduate studies at 

the University of Central Missouri in Speech Language Pathology. She is completing her final clinical 

placement at the University of Kansas - Otolaryngology Department. She has an interest in adult audiological 

and vestibular assessment and treatment, as well as adult cochlear implant programming. 
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Janel Ensey, BS 
Babies First Hearing Screening, Bellingham, Washington 

 

Janel Ensey is an audiology graduate student at Western Washington University. She received her Bachelor of 

Science in Speech/Language Pathology & Audiology. With years of experience as a hearing clinic 

administrator, the sole hearing provider in private hearing aid offices, and as a newborn hearing technician at a 

local hospital, she brings real world clinical experience in a variety of contexts. Janel's strengths include patient 

counseling, clinical problem solving, a curious approach, and a diligent work ethic. Dedicated to advancing 

pediatric and cochlear implant care, she strives to learn and work collaboratively with others to provide full and 

equitable access to hearing to everyone. 
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VA RRD&T, National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research, VA Portland Medical Center, Portland, 

Oregon 

 

Katie Esser is a 4th year Doctor of Audiology (AuD) student at Towson University. She is completing her 

externship at the VA Portland Health Care System and National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research 

(NCRAR), under mentorship of Dr. Kelly Reavis. Katie strives to be an informed clinician-scientist, committed 

to advancing evidence-based practices and advocating for patients and audiologists alike. 
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Jeffrey Eum 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 

 

Jeffrey Eum is a third-year undergraduate student at Vanderbilt University pursuing a Bachelor of Science in 

Neuroscience and Medicine, Health, and Society with a minor in Chemistry. He is a recipient of the Littlejohn 

Family Award and a research fellow in the SyBBURE Searle Undergraduate Research Program, which supports 

his research in the Vanderbilt Music Cognition Lab under the mentorship of Dr. Srishti Nayak. His work 

primarily investigates the role of musicality, as defined by musical aptitude and engagement, in shaping long-

term hearing outcomes. Following graduation, Jeffrey plans to pursue a career in medicine. 
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Avery W. Evans, BS  
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama 

 

Avery Evans, B.S., is a third-year audiology student at Auburn University's Doctor of Audiology Program. She 

received a bachelor's degree in communication sciences and disorders with a Spanish minor from Samford 



University. She is interested in working with the population with dual sensory loss (hearing loss and vestibular 

loss).  Razan Al Fakir, M.D., Au.D., Ph.D, is currently serving as an Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences at Auburn University. She holds an M.D. degree in otolaryngology 

from Syria, a Doctor of Audiology degree (Au.D.) from Nova Southeastern University, and a Ph.D. from the 

University of Florida. She is the lead researched of the Auditory, Balance, and Mobility (Ability) Research Lab. 
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Department of Public Health Sciences, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 

Jincong (Jason) Freeman is a PhD candidate and a predoctoral fellow in the NIA T32 Demography and 

Economics of Aging Program at the University of Chicago. He is also a research fellow in the UChicago 

Medicine Comprehensive Cancer Center's Health Equity Training Program. His research focuses broadly on 

precision prevention, clinical prediction, aging, and survivorship. More aging research and supportive care for 

cancer survivors are urgently needed. Part of his work aims to identify and address unmet needs of the growing 

and aging population of cancer survivors and to improve their quality of life, including hearing and sensory 

health outcomes. 
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Utah State University, Logan, Utah 

 

Emily Fullington is a Doctor of Audiology student at Utah State University. She earned a B.S. in Molecular, 

Cellular, and Developmental Biology from the University of Washington in 2022. Emily has been involved in 

research throughout her time at Utah State University, both as a student researcher and as a graduate assistant. 

She is passionate about helping patients find answers and achieve their desired quality of life through hearing 

solutions. 
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include auditory electrophysiology, precision audiology, and translational diagnostics. Under the mentorship of 
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tools into clinical practice to enhance the precision and accessibility of hearing assessments for all patient 

populations. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Tanya Liu has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Tanya Liu has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Yuetong Toria Liu 
Epidemiology Department, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland 

 

Yuetong (Toria) Liu is a Master of Health Science student in Epidemiology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 

School of Public Health. She previously earned an MPH in Sociomedical Sciences from Columbia University. 

Her research focuses on aging and hearing loss, using large cohort studies such as the Atherosclerosis Risk in 

Communities (ARIC) Study and the National Health and Aging Trends Study (NHATS). 

 
Financial Disclosures: Yuetong Liu has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Yuetong Liu has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 



Yueyang Catherine Lu 
Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts 

 

Yueyang Catherine Lu is a B.S. engineering student at Smith College and expects to graduate in May 2027. She 

has worked in the Voss lab at Smith College on machine learning in WAI measurements since May 2025. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Yueyang Lu is a student at Smith College. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Yueyang Lu has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Vinaya Manchaiah, AuD, MBA, PhD 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Aurora, Colorado 

 

Vinaya Manchaiah, AuD, MBA, PhD serves as the Professor of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery at the 

University of Colorado School of Medicine and as the Director of Audiology at the University of Colorado 

Hospital (UCHealth). He is the Principal Investigator at the Virtual Hearing Lab. He also has a position as an 

Extraordinary Professor at the University of Pretoria, South Africa, and an Adjunct Professor at the Manipal 
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