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Roya Abdi, MS  
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI 

 

Roya Abdi is a second-year PhD student in the Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders at the 

University of Wisconsin Madison, USA. She is working in the Binaural Hearing and Speech Lab at the 

Waisman Center. She is an Audiologist by training, with a Masters from The University of Melbourne, where 

she studied children with bilateral cochlear implants. Her main interest is the processing of binaural cues 

required for binaural hearing with a focus on sound localization skills in typically-hearing and hearing-impaired 

individuals who are fitted with bilateral cochlear implants. 
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Scott C. Aker, PhD  
Mass Eye and Ear/Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

 

Scott C. Aker is a postdoc at Mass Eye and Ear and Harvard Medical School in Dr. Julie Arenberg's lab 

researching pediatric cochlear implant recipients. He completed his PhD at the Technical University of 

Denmark in using tactile stimulation to help with music perception for cochlear implant users, and his master's 

at the University of Western Ontario. 
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Uzma Shaheen Akhtar, AuD, PhD  
Rush University, Chicago, IL 

 

Uzma S. Akhtar, PhD, AuD, CCC-A is an assistant professor in the Communication Disorders & Sciences 

department at Rush University. Her clinical and research interests including understanding the links between 

age-related hearing loss and broader health conditions using objective measures as well as early detection of 

age-related hearing loss towards preventing negative health and brain outcomes. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Uzma Akhtar is employed by Rush University Medical Center where she receives a salary. She 

received the Rush Faculty Scholars Award by the Rush Alzheimer's Disease Center for this study. 
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L. Noelle Allemang, AuD  
NIDCD/NIH, Bethesda, MD 

 



L. Noelle Allemang, Au.D. is a Research Audiologist with the Auditory and Vestibular Clinical Research 

Section, National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD) at the National Institutes 

of Health. She worked in various clinical settings including skilled nursing facilities, completed compensation 

and pension examinations for veterans, and as a pro-read audiologist for American Institute of Balance. She 

completed her doctor of audiology degree through Gallaudet University where she developed her passion for 

promoting language accessibility and enhancing communication for individuals with hearing loss. She believes 

in the power of research to inform clinical practice and improve patient outcomes. 

 
Financial Disclosures: L. Noelle Allemang is employed by NIDCD/NIH where she receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: L. Noelle Allemang has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Natalia A. Alvarado-Ramos, BS  
University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 

 

Natalia A. Alvarado Ramos is a second-year medical student at the University of Puerto Rico School of 

Medicine. She earned her Bachelor of Science in Science-Business with a minor in Data Science from the 

University of Notre Dame. Passionate about addressing healthcare disparities and clinical epidemiology, Natalia 

has participated in research projects focused on healthcare inequities and has volunteered extensively at free 

clinics. As she continues her medical education and explores her interest in otolaryngology, she aims to make 

meaningful contributions to reducing healthcare disparities. 
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Shamine Alves, BA  
AuD Student, Dallas, TX 

 

Shamine Alves is a Doctor of Audiology Candidate at the University of Texas at Dallas. She completed her 

bachelor's degree in communicative sciences and disorders at Hampton University. Shamine is from Atlanta, 

Georgia and hopes to one day focus her career in Audiology on the musician population. 
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Saradha Ananthakrishnan 
Towson University, Towson, MD 

 

Saradha Ananthakrishnan (Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A) is an Associate Professor of Audiology at Towson 

University, MD. Her research interests are neurophysiological representation of auditory signals in listeners 

with typical and atypical auditory systems, simulation in audiology, and applications of machine learning in 

audiology. She teaches graduate courses focused on auditory electrophysiology, auditory diagnostics, and 

genetics in the Doctor of Audiology program at Towson University, and serves as the director of the Au.D. 

program. 
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Rohit Mattur Ananthanarayana, MS  
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL 

 

Rohit is a fourth-year PhD student in Speech and Hearing Science at the University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign. He is from India, where he obtained his bachelor's and master's degrees in Electrical Engineering. 

His research interests include speech perception in adults and children, auditory neurodevelopment, and 

computational modelling. Outside of work, he enjoys cooking and going on hikes. He is excited for his first 

time at an AAS meeting! 

 
Financial Disclosures: Rohit Ananthanarayana is employed by University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign where he 
receives a salary. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Rohit Ananthanarayana has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Kumari Anshu, PhD  
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI 

 

Kumari Anshu is a postdoctoral fellow in the Binaural Hearing and Speech Lab at the Waisman Center, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, WI, USA. Her research interests lie broadly in understanding the neural 

underpinnings of altered sensory and cognitive processing in developmental conditions. Her current research 

seeks to understand the maturational profile of auditory functions in young adults with Down syndrome using 

behavioral and EEG measures. Dr. Anshu received her Ph.D. from the National Institute of Mental Health and 

Neurosciences, Bengaluru, India, where she examined the neural mechanisms of atypical attentional processing 

in a rodent model of autism. 
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Emily E. Antes, MA  
Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA 

 

Emily Antes is an adult-focused clinical fellow at the Stanford Ear Institute. She completed her Bachelor of 

Science in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at Purdue University and her Master of Arts in Audiology 

at the University of Pittsburgh. She is currently in the final stages of completing her Doctor of Audiology at the 

University of Pittsburgh. As a dedicated student, Emily found a passion for research though her clinical 

program. She views research as a valuable opportunity to deepen her understanding of the field, collaborate 

with experienced professionals, and address real-world challenges. Clinically, Emily's interests encompass all 

aspects of audiology, with a particular focus on vestibular assessment and management. She looks forward to 

continuing her work with patients and in research during her fellowship at Stanford and throughout her career. 
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Non-Financial Disclosures: Emily Antes has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 



 

Michelle Arnold, AuD, PhD  
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

 

Michelle Arnold is an associate professor in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at the 

University of South Florida (Tampa, FL) and a practicing audiologist in the state of Florida. Dr. Arnold engages 

in a variety of interdisciplinary efforts to understand the complex relationships between hearing loss, other age-

related chronic health conditions, and social determinants of health. Her current work focuses on the impacts of 

public policy and legislation on hearing health care access and use. Her long-term goals are to improve 

accessibility and utilization of hearing care through targeted intervention efforts designed to address barriers to 

care. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Michelle Arnold is employed by USF where she receives a salary. She receives grant support from 
the NIDCD and NIA. 
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Justin M. Aronoff, PhD  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL 

 

Justin Aronoff received his B.A. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and his M.A. and Ph.D. 

from the University of Southern California.  He is currently an Associate Professor at the University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign in the Speech and Hearing Science department. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Justin Aronoff is employed by the University of Illinois where he receives a salary. This research 

is supported by NIH/NIDCD grant R01DC018529. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Justin Aronoff is a member of the Ear and Hearing Editorial Board. 

 

 

Niyazi Omer Arslan, MS  
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 

 

Niyazi Arslan is a Ph.D. candidate in the Speech and Hearing Science Program at Arizona State University. He 

conducts research at the Auditory Implant Laboratory under the mentorship of Dr. Xin Luo. Arslan's research 

focuses on cochlear implants, auditory psychophysics, and music perception, aiming to advance auditory 

prosthesis technologies and improve hearing outcomes for individuals with sensorineural hearing loss. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Niyazi Arslan is employed by Arizona State University where he receives a salary. The research 
was supported by a Discovery Grant from the American Hearing Research Foundation for the project titled "Neural 

Health and Pitch Perception with Cochlear Implants," as well as a Ph.D. Scholarship from the Council of Academic 

Programs in Communication Sciences and Disorders. 
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Sajana Aryal, MS  
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 

 

Sajana Aryal is a doctoral student at the University of Texas at Austin. She holds an undergraduate degree in 

Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology from Nepal and a master's degree in Audiology from the All India 



Institute of Speech and Hearing, India. With three years of clinical experience as an audiologist in Nepal, she 

has also published multiple scientific papers in national and international journals. Her research interest's 

include early identification of hearing loss, extended high-frequency hearing, and auditory electrophysiology. 
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Marianne Awad, BS  
The University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX 

 

Marianne Awad is a third-year audiology student at The University of Texas at Dallas. She has a background in 

psychology, where her interest in neurodivergence stems from. While in the clinic, she became interested in 

cases of hyperacusis, in which research on identifying and treating the condition has lagged. She was inspired to 

combine her interest in psychology with her clinical training, and thus began assisting in hyperacusis-related 

research alongside her audiology training. 
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Gizem Babaoglu Demiroz, PhD  
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Department of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery, Nashville, TN 

 

Dr. Demiroz is a lab manager and post-doc researcher in the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 

Surgery at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. She received her Ph.D. in Audiology from Hacettepe 

University, Turkey and worked as a research fellow at the University Medical Center Groningen in the 

Netherlands. She joined Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 2024, and her research focuses on voice, 

emotion, and speech perception in hearing-aid and cochlear implant users. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Gizem Babaoglu Demiroz is employed by Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Gizem Babaoglu Demiroz has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Anoop B. Basavanahalli Jagadeesh, PhD  
University of Montana, Missoula, MT 

 

Dr. Anoop Basavanahalli Jagadeesh is an Assistant Professor of Audiology in the School of Speech, Language, 

Hearing, and Occupational Sciences at the University of Montana. His work explores age-related changes in 

hearing, neurophysiological mechanisms, and psychosocial impacts of hearing loss in older adults. He holds a 

PhD from the All India Institute of Speech and Hearing, where he investigated auditory and cognitive 

differences in informational masking with aging. Dr. Anoop completed his postdoctoral research at 

Northwestern University, focusing on the neural representation of speech perception in noise in middle-aged 

adults. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Anoop Basavanahalli Jagadeesh is employed by University of Montana. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Anoop Basavanahalli Jagadeesh has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 



 

Erica Ehlers Bennett, AuD, PhD  
Henry Ford Health, Detroit, MI 

 

Erica Bennett, Au.D, Ph.D is the associate division head of audiology at Henry Ford Health. She earned her 

AuD and PhD from the University of Wisconsin. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Erica Bennett is employed by Henry Ford Health where she receives a salary. Her department has 
a research grant with Oticon.  

Non-Financial Disclosures: Erica Bennett has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Katelyn Adrianna Berg, AuD, PhD  
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN 

 

Katelyn A. Berg, Au.D., Ph.D., CCC-A, is an audiologist and post-doctoral research fellow in Otolaryngology 

at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. After earning a B.A. in Music and Psychology from St. Olaf College, 

she completed her Au.D. and Ph.D. at Vanderbilt University under the mentorship of Dr. René Gifford. In her 

postdoc, Dr. Berg is co-mentored by Drs. Terrin Tamati and Aaron Moberly. Her research focuses on improving 

CI outcomes, focusing on music perception and CT image-based programming strategies. Her work quantifies 

channel interaction and its effects on speech, music perception, and sound quality. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Katelyn Berg is employed by Vanderbilt University Medical Center where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Katelyn Berg has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Sharadhi Umesh Bharadwaj, MS  
Neuroscience Institute, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Sharadhi is a second-year graduate student in the Program of Neural Computation at Carnegie Mellon 

University's Neuroscience Institute. Her research investigates electroencephalographic (EEG) signatures of 

selective attention in patients with sensorineural hearing loss, aiming to deepen the understanding of attention-

related neural mechanisms in hearing impairment. Sharadhi holds both a Master's and Bachelor's degree in 

biomedical engineering, with her Master's thesis focusing on cortical atrophy in adult sickle cell disease 

patients, exploring phenotypic and sex differences. She is interested in using her interdisciplinary background to 

bridge engineering and neuroscience to enhance auditory attention and perception research. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Sharadhi Umesh Bharadwaj has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Sharadhi Umesh Bharadwaj has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Prabuddha Bhatarai, MS  
Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing, The University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX 

 

Prabuddha Bhatarai is a second-year Ph.D. student in the Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences program at 

The University of Texas at Dallas. He holds a master's degree in Audiology and is focused on improving 

outcomes for cochlear implant users. His current research investigates the auditory emotional experiences of 



these individuals. His long-term goal is to lead research aimed at enhancing the listening experiences of 

cochlear implant users. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Prabuddha Bhatarai is employed by The University of Texas at Dallas where he receives a salary. 

Research support provided by Texas Speech Language Hearing Foundation, Susan and Jim Jerger Audiology Fellowship 
(UT Dallas). 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Prabuddha Bhatarai has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Curtis Billings, PhD  
Idaho State University, Pocatello, ID 

 

Dr. Billings uses human electroencephalography and behavioral methods to understand the effects of auditory 

deprivation and stimulation on the brain. This includes interests in the brain and behavioral effects of hearing 

aids, hearing impairment, aging, and auditory training. The long-term goal of this research program is to 

improve diagnosis and treatment of hearing impairment by determining how experience-related changes in the 

brain facilitate and/or inhibit successful auditory rehabilitation. Dr. Billings is also a licensed audiologist. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Curtis Billings is employed by Idaho State University and VA Portland Healthcare System where 
he receives a salary. Grant support from William Demant Foundation and The US Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Curtis Billings has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Rachel Karen Blake, MA  
The University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Rachel Blake is currently a graduate student pursuing her Doctorate in Audiology at the University of 

Pittsburgh. Her interest in auditory science was initially sparked during her undergraduate studies at SUNY 

Fredonia, where she worked as a research assistant investigating COVID-19-related hearing loss. Currently, she 

is engaged in a research lab focused on cochlear synaptopathy in animal models. Rachel is passionate about the 

clinical application of research and direct patient care, having gained extensive clinical experience across the 

lifespan. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Rachel Blake is employed by the University of Pittsburgh where she receives a salary. She has 
support from NIH grant R21DC018882 to disclose. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Rachel Blake has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

William J. Bologna, AuD, PhD  
Towson University, Towson, MD 

 

William J. Bologna, AuD, PhD, CCC-A is an Assistant Professor at Towson University in the Department of 

Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and the Director of the Towson Auditory Simulation Lab. His 

research focuses on innovative approaches to assessment and rehabilitation in audiology, including clinical 

applications for virtual reality technology. The long-term goal of his research program is to support the use of 

individualized treatment plans in audiology that can address the specific physiological and behavioral deficits of 

a given patient. 

 
Financial Disclosures: William Bologna is employed by Towson University where he receives a salary. 



Non-Financial Disclosures: William Bologna has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 
 

 

Michaela Alexandrea Branch, BS  
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 

 

Michaela Branch, a Baylor University graduate, is an Au.D. student at Vanderbilt University specializing in 

Early Identification and Management of Children with Hearing Loss. She serves as the Vanderbilt Student 

Academy of Audiology President, and she works in the Dan Maddox Hearing Aid Research Laboratory and as a 

Newborn Hearing Screener. Under Dr. Erin Picou's advisement, her T35 and capstone research projects focus 

on preferred language, racial, and socioeconomic disparities in caregiver childhood hearing health awareness. 

Her interests include community engagement, EHDI, and pediatric audiology. In and outside of clinic, she loves 

meeting new people and learning about their stories. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Michaela Branch is employed by Vanderbilt University Medical Center where she receives hourly 
pay. She has received support from the NIH T35 grant [NIH-NIDCD T35 DC008763]. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Michaela Branch has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Kjersten Branscome, AuD  
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN 

 

Kjersten Branscome, AuD, is a dedicated wife of 29 years and the mother of three children. She has 28 years of 

experience in audiology and currently serves as a Research Audiologist in the hearing aid research lab at 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, TN. Her research includes participants in both the teen and 

adult populations, and focuses on investigation of hearing aid features, adaption to amplification, and personal 

characteristics that drive hearing aid success. Her career reflects a strong commitment to advancing audiology 

through clinical practice and research. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Kjersten Branscome is employed by Vanderbilt University Medical Center where she receives a 
salary. WS Audiology provided financial support and hearing aids for this project. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Kjersten Branscome has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Kelsey Rose Butz, BA  
The Ohio State University, National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research, Columbus, OH 

 

Kelsey Butz is a third-year AuD student at the Ohio State University. She has experience in audiology and 

psychology research laboratories. This past summer, she completed a T35 at the National Center for 

Rehabilitative Auditory Research in Portland, Oregon where she worked with Dr. Michelle Molis and Dr. 

Melissa Papesh. Ms. Butz plans to complete her fourth-year externship at the Kennedy Krieger Institute. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Kelsey Butz is employed by the Ohio State University where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Kelsey Butz has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Haley Calloway, AuD  
Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

 



Dr. Calloway is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Otolaryngology at the University of South Florida.  

She is a Research Audiologist in the Auditory Rehabilitation & Clinical Trials Laboratory and Study 

Coordinator for the ACHIEVE-HI clinical trial. She ensures quality control and fidelity of the hearing 

intervention across multi-sites. She is also a clinical audiologist and specializes in diagnosing and treating 

hearing disorders for adult and pediatric populations. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Haley Calloway is employed by University of South Florida where she receives a salary. The 
ACHIEVE HIFU study is NIH funded (R01DC019408). 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Haley Calloway has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Grace Olivia Caplan, BS  
Communication Science and Disorders, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United States 

 

Grace Caplan is a second-year Doctor of Audiology student and R25 TRANSLATES scholar at the University 

of Pittsburgh. She is currently a member of the University of Pittsburgh Auditory Perception and Cognition 

Lab, under the direction of Dr. Christopher Brown. She is currently interested in investigating how ITDs and 

ILDs support sound source segregation and selection. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Grace Caplan is employed by the University of Pittsburgh. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Grace Caplan has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Christine M. Caudle, BA  
University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 

 

Christine Caudle is a fourth year AuD student at the University of Kansas. She completed her undergraduate 

degree at Truman State University in Communication Disorders in 2019. She is completing her externship at the 

University of Kansas Health System, Department of Otolaryngology, and is expected to graduate in May 2025. 

Her clinical interests include adult audiological and vestibular assessment, diagnosis, and treatment. She has a 

special interest in working with the concussion and tinnitus populations. In her free time, she enjoys reading, 

doing home projects, and hanging out with her two cats, Sawyer and Sophia! 

 
Financial Disclosures: Christine Caudle is an AuD extern at University of Kansas Health System where she does not 

receive a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Christine Caudle has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Monita Chatterjee, PhD  
Boys Town National Research Hospital, Omaha, NE 

 

Dr. Chatterjee is the Director of the Auditory Prostheses & Perception Laboratory at Boys Town National 

Research Hospital, which investigates various aspects of auditory/speech perception by cochlear implant 

recipients. She is a Fellow of the Acoustical Society of America and received the 2023 Carhart Award by the 

American Auditory Society. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Monita Chatterjee is employed by Boys Town National Research Hospital where she receives a 
salary. Her work is supported by the National Institutes of Health. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Monita Chatterjee has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 



 
 

Isabelle J. Chau, BS  
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, 

South Carolina, USA, Charleston, SC 

 

Isabelle Chau earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Stanford University and is now a medical student at 

New York Medical College. She is currently completing a clinical research fellowship through the Dr. Felizardo 

Camilon and Dr. Althea Molarte Endowed Clinical Research Fellowship in the Department of Otolaryngology-

Head and Neck Surgery at the Medical University of South Carolina. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Isabelle Chau has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Isabelle Chau has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Ziheng Chen, BS  
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 

 

Ziheng Chen is a second-year graduate student in Epidemiology in Public Health and a trainee at Cochlear 

Center for Hearing and Public Health at Johns Hopkins University. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Ziheng Chen has no relevant financial relationship to disclose. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Ziheng Chen has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Brianna Chessik, AuD  
University of Washington, Seattle, WA 

 

Brianna Chessik is a research audiologist in Dr. Yi Shen's Applied Hearing Science lab at the University of 

Washington. She has received her Doctor of Audiology from the University of Wisconsin. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Brianna Chessik is employed by the University of Washington. Grant support by NIH 

R01DC01988. 

Non-Financial Disclosures: Brianna Chessik has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Amanda Chiao, AuD, PhD  
Texas Tech Health Sciences Center El Paso, El Paso, TX 

 

Amanda Chiao, AuD, PhD, is an assistant professor and the Director of Pediatrics and Equity in Audiology 

Research Laboratory at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso, and a pediatric audiologist at El 

Paso Children's Hospital. Dr. Chiao's research interests involve investigating the hearing and vestibular decline 

in substance misuse, health disparities in vulnerable populations, and socio-emotional implications of vestibular 

loss and symptoms in children. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Amanda Chiao is employed by  Texas Tech Health Sciences Center El Paso where she receives a 

salary. Primary Investigator, NIH NIDCD Grant 1R01DC021301-01. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Amanda Chiao is a Guest Editor for Ear & Hearing. 

 



 

Bisma Noor Choudhry, BS  
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL 

 

Bisma Choudhry is a 3rd year AuD student at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She completed her 

bachelor's degree in communication sciences and disorders from the University of Houston. In 2024, she 

completed a T35 traineeship at Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha, NE. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Bisma Choudhry is employed by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign where she receives 
a salary. This work was supported by T35 DC008757 grant. 
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Jeppe Hoy Christensen, PhD  
Eriksholm Research Centre, Oticon A/S, Snekkersten, Denmark 

 

Jeppe Christensen is a Principle Scientist at Eriksholm Research Centre, part of Oticon A/S. Jeppe has a MS.c. 

in Biomedical Engineering and a Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology from the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Jeppe uses data logging technology and statistical modeling to investigate how real-world behavior and 

physiology is affected by a hearing loss, and how hearing loss intervention technology can improve hearing 

satisfaction in daily life. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Jeppe Christensen is employed by Oticon. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Jeppe Christensen has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 
 

Laura Coco, AuD, PhD  
San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 

 

Laura Coco is a clinician-researcher who received her audiology doctorate (AuD) from the University of Texas 

and her PhD from the University of Arizona. She completed her postdoctoral training at Oregon Health & 

Science University and at the Center to Improve Veteran Involvement in Care. Currently, Dr. Coco is an 

Assistant Professor at San Diego State University where she teaches graduate and undergraduate students and 

carries out research related to hearing healthcare access and equity as the Director of the Community-Engaged 

Research for Communication Access (CERCA) Lab. As a multilingual clinician-researcher, she works closely 

with Spanish-speaking Latino communities to improve health outcomes, reduce disparities, and build 

community capacity. Her research involves: (1) identifying and measuring disparities in hearing care; (2) 

developing, evaluating, and disseminating hearing healthcare service delivery models that improve access to 

care for people with hearing loss; and (3) developing interventions that minimize the risk of developing hearing 

loss for vulnerable populations. 
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Kayla Cormier, AuD  
University of Colorado Boulder, Boulder, CO 

 



Kayla Cormier, AuD, CCC-A, is currently pursuing a triple PhD in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences, 

Cognitive Sciences, and Neuroscience from the University of Colorado Boulder, and is a T32 Postdoctoral 

Fellow with the Department of Otolaryngology at the University of Colorado Anschutz. She is interested in the 

impact of hearing loss, tinnitus, hearing treatments, and tinnitus interventions on neuroplasticity. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Kayla Cormier is employed by University of Colorado Anschutz where she receives a salary. 
Research support provided by Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award T32DC012280. 
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Nimesha Didulani Dantanarayana, MS  
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI 

 

Didulani is a PhD student at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. She is interested to study speech perception 

in noise and spatial release from masking in typically developing children and children with hearing loss and/or 

developmental disabilities and the impact of cognitive abilities on speech segregation in children. Her abstract 

for AAS is part of her PhD dissertation work which was designed to serve as a benchmark for examining 

maturation in children with developmental disability or hearing loss. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Nimesha Dantanarayana is employed by the University of Wisconsin where she receives a salary. 
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Vahid Delaram 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL 

 

Vahid is a third-year PhD student in the Speech and Hearing Science department at the University of Illinois 

Urbana-Champaign. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Audiology and has worked as a clinical audiologist 

for two years in the Middle East and Europe. He is interested in researching high-frequency hearing, speech 
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W. Wiktor Jedrzejczak is a professor and head of the Department of Experimental Audiology in the Institute of 

Physiology and Pathology of Hearing (Warsaw/Kajetany, Poland). He received a PhD in physics from Warsaw 
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Stacey Kane, AuD PhD, is an assistant professor in the Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences at the 

University of Maryland, College Park. Her research focuses on auditory skill development in children with and 

without hearing loss. Dr. Kane earned her AuD from Washington University in St. Louis in 2014 and her PhD 

from UNC Chapel Hill in 2024. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Stacey Kane is employed by the University of Maryland where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Stacey Kane has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 

Hailey Anne Kingsbury, MA  
Mayo Clinic / University of Iowa, Scottsdale, AZ 
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capstone on the impacts of PE tubes on audiometric thresholds. Katie has done past research on language 

acquisition and development in children using American Sign Language with Dr. Aaron Shield's Sign Language 

and Autism Lab at Miami University. 

 
Financial Disclosures: Katherine Kingsbury is employed by the The University of Iowa where she receives a salary. 
Non-Financial Disclosures: Katherine Kingsbury has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose. 

 

 



Millie Rose Kirkwood, MS  
Edinburgh Napier University, Invergordon, United Kingdom 

 

Millie is a 2nd year PhD candidate at Edinburgh Napier University, originally from Inverness, Scotland. She 

has a BSc in Forensic Science, a MSc in Psychological Studies, and began her research career investigating the 

access to information for deaf individuals during the COVID-19 pandemic. Her current research focusses on the 
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Shannon Lefler, AuD, CCC-A, is a research audiologist at Washington University School of Medicine in St. 
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